P = Pastor/Leader,  C = Congregation (copy)	                                                         B, Epiphany 4
Introit (Psalm 32)
P:  Evil people have many sorrows.  
C:  But people who trust the Lord always have His love.

P:  Happy is that person when God forgives his sins,
C:  God takes-away his sin.

P:  Happy is that person when God doesn’t blame him for sin.
C:  Happy is that person who is honest.

P:  I admit my sin to You.  I didn’t hide my wrong-doing.
C:  I said I will confess my sins to the Lord, and You forgave my sin and guilt.

P:  Let every holy person pray to You when You will listen.
C:  When trouble comes, God keeps us safe.

P:  God, You protect me and save me from trouble.
C:  You shout salvation for me.

All:  Glory give to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, the same as it was in the beginning, is now, and will continue forever.  Amen.


Prayer for God’s Word
P: Almighty God, You know many dangers surround us.  Because we are weak and sinful, we are not strong to resist temptations.  We are not strong to defend ourselves against dangers.  Give us Your strength and protection.  Support us and save us from all danger and temptation.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Jesus lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: (copy) Amen.


The Old Testament lesson is from Deuteronomy chapter 18.

	MOSES said to the people, “The Lord your God will give you a Prophet the same-as me (MOSES).  He will come from one of your families.  Listen to Him.
	On the meeting day at Mount HOREB, you asked the Lord your God for this.  You said, “We don’t want to hear the Lord’s voice or see this powerful fire, or we will die.”
	The Lord told me, “The people are right.  I will give them a Prophet the same-as you (MOSES).  He will be from among the people.  I will give Him My words and He will say everything I tell Him.  When He preaches My word, any person not listening to him, I will punish that person.  But any prophet speaking falsely for God or any prophet speaking for an idol, that prophet will die."

This is the word of the Lord.
C: (copy) Thanks give to God.


The New Testament lesson is from 1 Corinthians chapter 8.

	Now about the food given as a gift to an idol.  We know that all of us have knowledge.  Knowledge makes us big-headed (proud), but love builds-up people.  If a person thinks he knows something, truly he doesn’t-yet know much.  But if that person loves God, then God knows him.
	Now about eating food given to idols, we know there is no true idol in the world, and there is only one true God.  People name many gods in heaven and earth, and there are many “gods” and “lords.”  But we know only one God, the Father.  He made all things, and we live for Him.  And we know only one Lord Jesus Christ.  He made everything, and we live with Him.
	But some people don’t-know that.  Some people grew-up thinking idols are true.  If they eat food given to an idol, they think that is sin because their conscience is weak.  Food will not bring us close to God.  If we don’t eat, that doesn’t hurt us.  If we do eat, that doesn’t help us.
	But we must be-careful, or maybe weak Christians will sin because they see you doing as you want.  If a weak Christian sees you eating in an idol temple, that will encourage him to eat the food offered to an idol.  And now your knowledge destroys that weak Christian’s faith, even-though Christ died for him.  But happen you sin against your Christian friend and hurt his weak faith, then you sin against Christ.
	Now if food makes my Christian friend sin, then I will never eat meat, because I don’t-want to make my friend sin.

This is the word of the Lord.
C: (copy) Thanks give to God.


The Gospel lesson is from Mark chapter 1.
C: (copy) Glory to You, O Lord.

	Jesus and His disciples went to the city CAPERNAUM.  On the next worship day Jesus went into the Jewish church and began to teach.  The people were surprised with His teaching because Jesus didn’t teach the-same-as the Law teachers.  Jesus taught with authority.
	That same time a man in the church had an evil spirit in him.  The evil spirit shouted, “Why are You here, Jesus from NAZARETH?  You come to destroy us?  I know You are the Holy One from God.”
	Jesus commanded the evil spirit, “Silence, come-out of the man.”  The evil spirit shook the man, the spirit shouted with a loud voice, and the evil spirit came-out.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The people were all surprised and began talking about that.  “Who is this Jesus?  A new teaching with authority!  Jesus commands the evil spirits, and the evil spirits obey Him.”  The story about Jesus quickly spread everywhere in all the country around GALILEE.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (copy) Praise to You, O Christ.
